





5 December, 2001

Members of the JAC:

The New Mexico State University, NMSU, (Dr. Antonio Lara, Dr. Robert O. Marquez, Dr. Alba Corral and Ing. Luis Avila) chemistry/kiln team is working in conjunction with a Universidad Autonoma de Ciudad Juarez, UACJ, team (MS. Rosario Diaz, TS Delia Puga, and their students) in Cd. Juarez with the brick kiln project and reduction of emissions.  We would like to share our knowledge, experiences, and information regarding reduced smoke emission by our novel kiln design, designated MK to acknowledge the inventor, Robert O. Marquez.  Our presentation will be “Smoke Reduction at the Brick Kilns with Clay Filters: the Process, Evolution, Construction, Information dissemination, and Costs Involved.”


We want to distinguish our group’s research efforts in this presentation from another faction named in the JAC invitation as the FEMAP Domed Kiln Group (Carlos Rincon, Dr. Enrique Suarez, Francisco Alfaro, Adrian Vazquez, Hector Olvera, Gerardo Tarin).  The situation results from the fact that we have never been considered full partners in the brick-kiln project.  For example, we were invited to the Technical Sub-Commission of the JAC Committee on Brick-makers on the day before the meeting; furthermore, we were not even placed on the agenda.  The only presenters were the team specified above.  Before the meeting was terminated, I had to ask to be heard at this “technical” meeting.  The reason for keeping our project with its particular focus is because we want to keep credibility in the brick-makers community. We must do things honestly, the firing/filtering processes need to function well, and measurements need to be comprehensive and meet standards of reproducibility.  Our primary reason to continue with the brick-makers is because they are a noble profession and provide such an essential commodity for society and as such deserve our strongest and sincerest efforts; and we also continue because all of us need to breathe cleaner air!  Thus, we have fundamental differences in approaches and solutions to the problems in the brick-kiln community.  Since there are these fundamental differences, it is imperative that we share our distinct observations and results.  Thank you.

Respectfully,

Antonio S. Lara
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