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RESOLUTION ON THE PROPOSAL SOLICITED BY THE MUNICIPIO OF JUAREZ TO THE JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF AIR QUALITY REGARDING THE CD. JUAREZ, CHIHUAHUA AIR QUALITY MONITORING NETWORK

The Joint Advisory Committee, by authority conferred under Appendix I of Annex V to the La Paz Agreement, which is to develop, promote and recommend to the Air Work Group established under the La Paz Agreement, strategies addressing planning and management of air quality to assure a reduction in the concentration of air pollutants to improve public health and the well-being of residents in the Paso del Norte Airshed, and 

CONSIDERING

ONE, -  The Paso del Norte airshed, comprised of Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua; El Paso, Texas, and Sunland Park, New  Mexico, has established an air quality monitoring network in each city in response to agreements between the United States of America and the United Mexican States within the framework of the La Paz Agreement to prevent and control air pollution along the borders of both countries;

TWO, - The information generated by the air quality monitoring network is a fundamental instrument to establish the foundations of firm environmental planning policies and air quality administration within the three Paso del Norte Communities, 

THREE, -  With information provided by the air quality monitoring network, the following becomes feasible: real-time air quality pollutant data will be available and the behavior of those contaminantes may be analyzed; impacted geographic regions of the airshed can be identified; air pollution modeling of can be conducted; an Emissions Inventory can be developed, and epidemeological surveillance activites related to ambient air pollution concentrations can be undertaken, among others;

FOUR, - In the case of the Ciudad Juárez air pollution monitoring network, the current nonfunctionality of 50% of the continuous ambient monitors and the inability to obtain replacement parts due to the age of the equipment, the continuation of collecting air pollution information has been severely affected; 

FIVE,.- In virtue of the current deficiencies in the Ciudad Juárez air pollution monitoring network, national and binational projects and local programs to share information as well as Supplemental Environmental Projects are put at risk.   
BE IT RESOVED BY THE JAC

ARTICLE 1. - Establish as one of its highest priorities the reinforcement and improvement of the air pollution monitoring network in Ciudad Juárez;

ARTICLE 2. - To support Article 1, identify sources of financing, promote the search for and find the availability of funds to achieve the improvement of analytical measurements and expansion of the geographic coverage of the air pollution monitoring network of Ciudad Juárez;

ARTICLE 3. – The JAC will establish a Technical Commission, which will develop standard operating procedures, which are homogenous for all three communities in the Paso del Norte airshed, for operation, maintenance, and calibration of air pollution monitors; 

Given under our hand as National Co-chairs of the Joint Advisory Committee, this      26st       day of   August, in the year 2002.

________________________


____________________


Sergio Sánchez, SEMARNAT


William Luthans, USEPA
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