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The Paso del Norte region is composed  by Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua, in Mexico; El Paso, Texas and Sunland Park, New Mexico, in the United States (Figure 1 “Include a Figure with the location for this region”). In 1995? this region, that includes 3 states in two countries, was recognized by the Mexican and US Governments, under Annex V of La Paz Agreement, as a common binational airshed. This official recognition opened new opportunities for cooperation and implementation of novel policies to reduce air pollution in the area.

Besides federal regulations in Mexico and the US, each state (Chihuahua, Texas and New Mexico) has their own environmental regulations.  For example,  the state of Texas has an Emission Reduction Credit Trading program as a tool to reduce air pollution. Since the airshed in this region is recognized as a binational airshed, the Texas government allows for a polluter in El Paso to credit emission reduction when they reduce pollution in Ciudad Juarez.  One problem that has been observed for the Emission Reduction Credits to be allowed by the Texas government when they come from sources in Mexico, is the lack of continuous monitoring from emitting sources in the mexican side, which is an essential part of this program in order to verify that the reductions are real and maintained, as has been demonstrated by the success of the Acid Rain Program in the US. 


The emissions inventory for El Paso, and Ciudad Juarez (Table 1, “Include a Table with the combined Emissions Inventory for both Cities”), shows CO (Any others?, check Kyoto Protocol), as pollutants that fall into the greenhouse gases subject to emission trading under the Kyoto Protocol of 1997.


One opportunity for reducing pollution at a lower cost, taking advantage of the particular characteristics of this region, would be for two or more companies to get together and finance projects for emission reduction  in Ciudad Juárez, which has less use of technology for pollution reduction and therefore represents a chance for larger reductions at a lower cost.


Some companies from El Paso are required by the state of Texas to reduce certain pollutants within the common airshed. There is a brick kiln improvement project going on in the region to convert traditional brick kilns to a new design that reduces emissions by more than eighty percent in the prototypes that have been tested. A US utility company based in El Paso is required by the government of Texas to reduce NOx (Any other pollutant?) by ????? tons/year.  This company is involved in the brick kiln improvement project.  If they invest in the conversion to less polluting brick kilns they will reduce other pollutants besides the ones they are being required to reduce, but may not be able to claim a credit for them (they are in talks right now to see the possibility of exchanging pollutants in the reductions they need to make, that is to get credit for the pollutants they are required to reduce when they reduce the emissions of other pollutants). If the pollutants that are reduced fall under the Kyoto Protocol for emission credit exchanges, they may be sold to another company or have that company participate in the brick kiln conversion effort, therefore reducing the  cost for each company.


This is just an example of how the particular characteristics of this region, including  the legal recognition as a common airshed, presents great opportunities for emission reduction and emission credit trading at lower costs.

