The 15th meeting of the Joint Advisory Committee for the Improvement of Air Quality in the

Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua /  El Paso, Texas /  Doña Ana County, New Mexico Air Basin

DATE:           Thursday July 13, 2000

TIME:           10:00 AM  - 2:00 PM

LOCATION:       Santa Teresa Country Club 

Integration of Regional CAMS

Activity to integrate regional CAMS is accelerating.  A CAMS Technical Commission consisting

of TNRCC, NMED, DGEDU, EPA, UTEP, UACJ, IMIP and other interested parties will be established to

streamline integration of the CAMS for development of a web-site providing near real-time

ambient monitoring data.

Resulting from the recent award of the EPA EMPACT Grant to the Paso del Norte region, efforts to establish real-time access to data from the Juarez CAMS is developing.  The EMPACT program includes the MPO, IMIP and UTEP in a collaborative effort to access real-time transportation information along with vehicle related air quality data for the region and develop a system to provide this information to the public. The primary objectives of the project are to (1) promote coordination among the many agencies, institutions, organizations and broadcasters within the Paso del Norte region that are working to air quality problems; (2) develop standards for both sharing and displaying information to ensure understandability to the general public and decision-makers of the region; (3) establish a communications infrastructure that provides for relevant time exchange or access to information; (4) develop and implement public outreach programs to improve local understanding of individual actions that can be taken to improve the quality of the environment; (5) promote education of the future generations by developing opportunities for elementary and high school students to conduct research and become involved in activities that improve our environment; and (6) ensure transferability of final products to other regions and applications.

Partners in the project include local broadcast media, TNRCC, NMED, EPCCH and others.  In order to foster a closer working relationship between UTEP and UACJ, a small meeting was held during the last week in April to consider collaboration to collect CAMS data on an hourly basis as is necessary to develop the ozone map and other visualizations to be available to the local broadcast media in time for their evening broadcasts.  Both UACJ and DGEDU agreed to work together to be able to better inform people in Juarez of current conditions and work with UTEP to transfer the technology associated with ozonemap generation.  UTEP currently plans on making available a second license for the IRIS explorer software to UACJ and assist them in producing the map for Juarez.  

Several options are currently being considered on how to best obtain current Juarez CAMS data for use in the generation of the region ozone maps.  The EMPACT grant includes $33,000 for acquisition of data loggers and associated equipment to be installed on the Juarez CAMS and ultimately allow connection them to TNRCC's MediaStar Leeds system.  

The EMPACT project is a $495,000 project with a duration of two years.  At the end of the project, equipment, software and technology will be transferred to EPCCH and other responsible agencies for on-going support.  This project serves as an important prototype for international collaboration and information exchange to address environmental challenges of the US/Mexico border. 

