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In August 9, 2000 the environmental agencies working in the Paso del Norte region from both Mexico and the USA, did a tour with the purpose of revising the site location criteria for the Continuous and Non-Continuous Air Monitoring Stations in the Paso del Norte airshed.

After this tour, there was a series of recommendations for improving the sites.  Mr. José Zaragoza from INE/SEMARNAP proposed that major improvements needed to be done for Ciudad Juarez. 

What have we done up to now:

1.- Twelve Casuarina trees that surrounded the CAMS and NCAMS at the ADVANCE site have been trasplanted far away from the site but within the green area of the ADVANCE TRANSFORMER Maquiladora.

2.- Proper signage with logos has been placed for the 3 CAMS located in Juárez:  DELPHI, ADVANCE and 20-30.  Each one of the signs has the name of the site, the coordinates, the EPA AIRS code and the adress for the Juarez Ecology Department’s office. 

3.- For the NCAMS on the ZENCO site, we have talked with TELMEX to obtain the permit to place a PM10 sampler in their property. This place isn’t far from ZENCO (+120 meters) and complies with the sitting criteria: more than 10 meters from the road with low vehicular traffic, same land use, not near obstacles and a protected shelter.

It seems the original idea to move the NCAMS, not more than 60 meters from the soccer field (to continue with the same EPA AIRS code) will not work, because this could bring the PM10 sampler closer to the stack of ZENCO (Now KIMBALL maquiladora).

Gerardo Tarín

Dirección General de Ecología y Protección Civil

Cd. Juárez, Chihuahua

dnaj@prodigy.net.mx

