RESOLUTION

El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization (El Paso MPO) Resolution on the Proposed Request by the State of Texas to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Regarding Re-designation of El Paso, Texas as an Area Which Is in Attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Federal Clean Air Act, the El Paso area has been designated as a non-attainment area for three criteria pollutants (carbon monoxide/moderate, ozone/serious, and PM10/moderate) since the early 1970's, though the most recent official designation by the EPA was made in 1991 after the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990; and  

WHEREAS, Section 7509a. of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et. seq.), which addresses non-attainment areas along international borders, stipulates that any metropolitan area in the United States that is able to demonstrate that the area would be in compliance with the NAAQS for any of the regulated pollutants if not for emissions from outside of the United States; and

WHEREAS, through the use of scientific modeling, the EPA approved a demonstration in 1992 by the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC), now the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, establishing that the El Paso area was in compliance with the NAAQS for particulate matter; and

WHEREAS, The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission also submitted evidence to the EPA in 1995 and 1996 establishing that the El Paso area also would be in attainment with the NAAQS for the one-hour ozone and carbon monoxide standards if not for emissions from Mexico; and

WHEREAS, all the member agencies and communities throughout the El Paso MPO area have jointly cooperated to achieve the goals of the State Implementation Plan in place for the control of the regulated pollutants, including but not limited to the following activities:

For the control of Carbon Monoxide, the City of El Paso and the County of El Paso have required the following: 

· Oxygenated Gasoline from October 1 to March 31 of each year; 
· Annual vehicle inspection program; 

· Wood burning prohibition during evenings that are forecasted to exceed carbon monoxide; 

· Plans to reduce vehicle miles traveled; and  

For the control of Ozone, the City of El Paso and the County of El Paso have required the following:

· Stage I and II Vapor recovery systems at gasoline dispensing facilities;

· Annual vehicle inspection program;

· Low-vapor pressure gasoline from June 1 to September 16 of each year;

· Control of minor sources of Volatile Organic Compounds such as vehicle body/paint shops, printers, and other spray painting operations; and

· Plans to reduce vehicle miles traveled 

For the control of PM10 (particles of 10 micron in size), the City of El Paso has required: 

· Paving of City of El Paso streets;
· Paving of City of El Paso alleys;
· Scheduled City of El Paso street sweeping program; and
· Wood burning prohibition during evenings that are forecasted to exceed particulates.

WHEREAS, recent ambient air quality data indicate El Paso has attained the national ambient air quality standards for these three pollutants and is therefore eligible for consideration of re-designation to attainment status; and 

WHEREAS, accurate designations under the Federal Clean Air Act help to ensure appropriate use of air quality control resources; and 

WHEREAS, in order to re-designate the El Paso area, the State of Texas must request re-designation by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; and  

WHEREAS, the El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Transportation Policy Board is the forum for cooperative transportation decision making, as designated by the U.S. Department of Transportation pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 134, by Governor of the State of Texas and by units of general purpose local government; and 

WHEREAS, improvements in measured levels of air pollutants in El Paso reflect on the success of regional and bi-national cooperation as well as a concerted effort by the proud citizens of all political jurisdictions in the El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization community; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the El Paso MPO requests that the State of Texas submit the appropriate documentation supporting re-designation as warranted by the ambient data, after such consultation with the El Paso MPO as is required for the preparation of the Maintenance and Contingency plans required for such a re-designation submittal; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that given the resources required to achieve re-designation, the El Paso MPO considers it advisable to seek re-designation for the pollutants individually, rather than collectively; and finally,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Maintenance and Contingency plans should include, to the extent possible, the protections afforded by Section 7509a. of the Federal Clean Air Act. 

Adopted, this        21st      day of          November 2003     by the Transportation Policy Board in its capacity as the El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization.

Senator Eliot Shapleigh, Chairman

Transportation Policy Board for the

El Paso Urban Transportation Study

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

Roy Gilyard, Executive Director

Metropolitan Planning Organization

