Draft AGENDA
The 23rd meeting of the Joint Advisory Committee for the Improvement of Air Quality in the

Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua /  El Paso, Texas /  Doña Ana County, New Mexico Air Basin

DATE:

Thursday, September 26, 2002

TIME:

13:30  - 16:30

LOCATION:
Presidencia Municipal



Cd. Juarez, Chihuahua

	1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Presentation and approval of current agenda 

3. Approval of minutes of the April, 2001 JAC meeting

    Approval of minutes of the June, 2002 JAC meeting

4. Announcements

5. Consent Agenda and Written Updates

Old Business
Agreements and Pending Old Business:

6. Regular Agenda

A.  Air Quality Report  (10 minutes)

‑Air Quality report for the 2nd  quarter 2002 (SLP, El Paso & Juarez)

B.  Cd. Juarez Air Quality Monitoring Network (10 minutes)

-A resolution has been developed by the Cd. Juarez Directorate on the Environment addressing the need to expedite activation of the city’s monitoring network since 50% of the continuous monitors in Juarez have been nonfunctional since Summer 2001.

C. Cd. Juarez Children’s Respiratory Health Study (15 minutes)

A study to examine children’s respiratory health is currently underway in Cd. Juarez.  This study, conducted by the National Public Health Institute and the Mexican Institute on Social Security

D.  Possible Heavy Metals Contamination in Cd. Juarez
Given recent reports by EPA and several Texas State Environmental and Health Agencies of elevated metals concentrations en west El Paso near the ASARCO foundry, Cd. Juarez Environmental officials have also received citizen inquiries as to the possible heavy metals contamination in Cd. Juarez. Cd. Juarez officials will propose expanding the investigation into elevated concentrations of metals in Cd. Juarez to possibly determine if an environmental health threat 

E.  Report: The Citizens of El Paso Speak on Air Quality (25 minutes)

The Center for Responsible Environmental Strategies (CRES) developed this report as requested by the Texas House Committee on Environmental Regulation to assist it in identifying and prioritizing environmental issues on the Texas-Mexico border.

F. Clean Air Investment Fund (15 minutes)

An opportunity is being proposed to allow interested parties to invest in air quality improvement projects along the U.S.-Mexico border via a CAIF.  An update on actions to date to better define the scope and goals of a CAIF will be provided. 

G. EPA Border Plan/Bilateral Initiative (20 minutes)

H.  Emergency Response Software (25 minutes)

UTEP recently developed for the U.S. Army software to utilize as an emergency response tool. A presentation on the use and functionality of this software will be provided.

I.  Cd. Juarez Pro-Aire Program (15 minutes)
The Cd. Juarez Pro-Aire Program for the year 1999-2002 identified several projects that could be developed to improve air quality.  Actions are underway to develop the upcoming program. A report on proposed activities will be presented.  

J. Brickmakers Technical Commission Report (20 minutes)

Applied Sciences Laboratories, NMSU, and U.S.DOE have recently inaugurated in Col. Satelite the most recent version of an environmental brick kiln. A report on the event and next steps will be provided.

With the possible conversion in Cd. Juarez of a large number of brickkilns to more modern low emissions environmental kilns, Cd. Juarez is developing new ordinances addressing urban and environmental issues. It will also participate in training and technological dissemination to assure any efforts to improve the brickmaking industry are successful.

El Paso Electric will provide an update on their activities to develop an Environmental Brickkiln.

K) JAC One Basin Resolution (20 minutes)

An effort is underway to standardize reporting of air quality data, develop an accurate disaggregated region-wide Emissions Inventory, and accurately define the scope of the Paso del Norte Air basin. A resolution to achieve this will be presented.

7. Observations and Comments from the Public

8. Highlights and consensus items of the meeting.

9. Establishment of date for next meeting

10. Adjourn
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